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SEMINAR 

Ballot Question Process 
Proposing or opposing ballot questions 

The biennial statewide elections in Massachusetts typically present voters with one or 
more ballot questions that propose new laws, constitutional amendments, or the repeal 
of existing laws. The 2022 election presented four such questions. This new program 
takes a behind-the-scenes look at how such questions come to be on the ballot and what 
makes the campaigns for and against the various proposals successful. 

The program is useful to anyone interested in learning more—from the vantage points 
of key players in the process—about how to propose or oppose ballot questions. 

Agenda 
• Requirements of the Massachusetts Constitution, Statutes, and Applicable Case 

Law 
• Drafting Proposals, Navigating the Certification Process, and Collecting 

Signatures 
• Summaries, Titles, Yes/No Statements, and Publication 
• Campaign Finance Requirements 
• Litigating Ballot Questions, Including Recurring Issues and Obstacles 

Faculty 
Neal Quenzer, Esq., Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP, Boston, Chair  
Thomas O. Bean, Esq., Verrill Dana LLP, Boston 
Anne L. Sterman, Esq., Deputy Bureau Chief/Government Bureau/Office of the Attorney General, 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Michelle K. Tassinari, Esq., First Deputy Secretary Director and Legal Counsel for the Elections 

Division, Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, Elections Division, Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

Hon. Dalila Argaez Wendlandt, Associate Justice, Supreme Judicial Court, Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts  

 

 
Dates & Location 
Register at www.mcle.org 

LIVE WEBCAST  
Tuesday, April 25, 2023 
9:30 am–12:30 pm  
Program Number: 2230236WBC  

REBROADCAST  
Wednesday, May 10, 2023 
2:00 pm–5:00 pm  
Program Number: 2230236RBC  

REBROADCAST  
Thursday, May 18, 2023 
9:30 am–12:30 pm  
Program Number: 2230236RB1  

ON DEMAND WEBCAST  
View after Thursday, May 18, 2023 
Program Number: 2230236WBA 
 

 

 
Tuition (includes written materials)  

• $245  
• $220.50 MCLE Sponsor Members  
• $122.50 New Lawyers admitted to law 

practice within 5 years, Pending 
Admittees, Law Students, and 
Paralegals 

• FREE for MCLE OnlinePass 
Subscribers  

To apply for a need-based scholarship, email 
scholarships@mcle.org.  
 

 

 
Materials  
The materials for this program include 
MCLE’s Massachusetts Election 
Administration, Campaign Finance, and 
Lobbying Law, which, along with any other 
materials, can be downloaded via the link 
emailed to you upon registration.  
Also, there is no need to take extensive 
notes. Two weeks after the live webcast, 
all registrants receive a link to a verbatim 
transcript and audio and videorecordings 
of this program.  
 

 

 
CLE Credits  
Earn up to 3 CLE credits 

 

 

 
 


